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UU News

UU begins 
new Cir cles
This fall our NEIUU Fellowship will begin a 
program we’re calling UU Circles. 

Because our Sunday mornings go by 
rather quickly , there is never enough 
time to catch up with all of the news 
that weÕd like to share with each 
other. We also know that many of our 
members and friends have some great 
ideas about service projects and 
programs theyÕd like to see happen in 
our fellowship. UU Cir cles will of fer 
us a chance to think about both.
  
HereÕs how it works.  WeÕll be 
divided into 5 Cir cles, including 

members and friends of NEIUUF.  An 
initial opportunity to come together 
will happen on Sunday , September 6, 
during the service.   With a facilitator 
helping to get each group started, 
weÕll begin.

What are we hoping to see happen in 
these groups?  One goal is for folks to 
get to know each other in a more 
intimate setting, per haps through 
potlucks or any social gatherings the 
groups may choose. (Groups will 
change each year to enable us to get 
to know mor e of our fellow UU 
members.) Another purpose is to help  
plan at least two Sunday morning 
programs for the coming year, one of 
them a service project. 

We hope youÕll be able to be with us 
for our service on Sunday, September 
6,  but if it doesnÕt work for you or 

your family , youÕll have other 
opportunities to join your Cir cle for 

futur e meetings.  WeÕre conÞdent  
there will be a lot of ideas percolating 
up fr om our Cir cles, allowing our 
fellowship to mor e fully r eßect our 
varied inter ests and concerns. We are 
looking ahead to a great year! !

--Sue Otte, Programming Chair

September/October 2009
Historic Bethania Lutheran Church * 113 N Mill Street (across from the Vesterheim Museum)

Decorah, Iowa 52101  www.neiuuf.org   

FAMOUS UU
You share a bit of 
philosophical kinship 
with one of America’s 
great writers--and a 
UU
See Page 2

RELIGIOUS ED
Calendar of classes and 
a look at the high school 
program
See Page 3

MEMBER NEWS
Find out some 
interesting 
developments about 
some of your UU 
colleagues.
See Page 6

POTATO GARDEN

The harvest is upon us 
and volunteers needed. 
See Page 2

UPCOMING SERVICES
There is a lot to look 
forward to this fall 
including our annual 
ingathering, poetry and 
music, a program on 
Religious Ed and Good 
News for Hard Times.
See Page 5

SERVICES
10:00 a.m. 
Coffee Hour

10:30 a.m. Service 
Begins

   A Bi-Monthly Newsletter" Otter Dreaming, Fellowship Coordinator: 563-382-3458

Sue Otte

http://www.neiuuf.org
http://www.neiuuf.org
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L ET T ER FRO M  T H E CH A I R

H O W  C A N  Y O U  H E L P ?  

The Board has had some excellent discussions 
during the past two meetings 
about the current status of 
committees, ongoing duties of 
the fellowship, and the need for 
leadership in some key roles.  Let 
me summarize our discussion as 
of the end of August:

Since we are a small fellowship, 
we need to make sure that we 
determine the ongoing needs in a 

way that we donÕt exhaust our most valuable asset 
(our own talents and energy) needlessly; in 
addition,  we need those who can contribute to 
leadership roles know what that entails.  In going 
over various committee designations and 
categories, the Board concluded that sometimes the 
wor d ÒcommitteeÓ is misleading since it implies 
that a group of members needs to meet, consult, 
discuss, and then act in some democratic fashion, 
when really, the task at hand needs only one or two 
people to take responsibility for making sur e some 
ongoing work of the fellowship gets done!  

In the hope of simplifying things, the Boar d is 
reducing the number of committees, increasing the 
number of designated “Leaders” and “Directors,” 
and asking everyone to think about how they can 
best contribute to the ongoing work of the 
fellowship.  Since all members and friends will also 
be asked to contribute as a member of a circle, this 
streamlining makes sense.    Here is a draft of where 
we stand now, but the Board meets on Sept. 1 and 
will continue the discussion.

Things that are genuine committees:

--Social Action and Justice Committee:  IdentiÞes 
important social justice issues and communicates 
them to the congregation; organize and promote 
activities to support social justice initiatives.  This 
committee needs a chair. (committee could be 4-6 
people).

--Ministry and Programming:  Plans, develops, 
formats and schedules our Sunday services; works 
with Fellowship Coor dinator to invite speakers for 
services, make sure readings and service leaders are 
in place.  Currently chaired by Sue Otte (committee 
should be 5-6, with others volunteers needed to lead 
services).                                 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

UUs turn dirt into 
gold with T ater 
Patch
Save dates for harvest
The UUs planted a potato patch this 
spring, courtesy of Tom and Beth 
Wahlberg who donated the ground and 
SeedSavers Exchange who donated the 
seed potatoes. Potatoes will be sold to 
members as a fundraiser, while others 
will be donated to the local Food Shelf. 
Get involved with the fall harvest. 
Call Carolyn Corbin 563-419-0379 or 
Otter Dreaming at 563-382-3458 to 
volunteer or for directions or 
information.

The potato patch at Wahlbergs 
could use some more love 
(“love” = “weed pulling”). A hoe 
probably won’t do much good at 
this point, but a pair of gloves 
would be appropriate.

 We plan to have a harvest day 
on Sunday, September 13 (the 
last “off-Sunday” before 
resuming weekly gatherings) for 
those that can make it. Rain date: 
the following Saturday, 
September 19 (the day before our 
ingathering service). Please save 
those dates for tater harvesting. 
We’ll be celebrating the potato 
project and its participants in 
October. !

Kurt Vonnegut, Indiana-born author, 
essayist, social commentator, was 
descended from 
a family of 
German 
freethinkers, 
who were 
skeptical of conventional religious 
beliefs. Vonnegut considered 
humanism to be a modern-day form 
of free thought, and advocated it in 
various writings, speeches and 
interviews. His ties to organized 
humanism included membership as 
a Humanist Laureate in the 
International Academy of 
Humanism. A member of a 
Unitarian congregation, Vonnegut 
frequently addressed moral and 
political issues but rarely dealt with 
speciÞc political Þgures until after 
his retirement from Þction. A WWII  
Army veteran and POW, he was 
known for his withering criticism of 
the politics of war and an American 
political machine he felt operated 
against the best interests of the 
American republic. In the mid-50s 
on the verge of abandoning writing, 
Vonnegut was offered a teaching job 
at the University of Iowa WriterÕs 
Workshop. While he was there, he 
began Slaughterhouse Five, now 
considered one of the best American 
novels of the 20th Century, 
appearing on the 100 best lists of 
TIME magazine and the Modern 
Library. Vonnegut died in New York 
City in 2007 at the age of 84. !

Nancy Barry

Newsletter
JOHN K. HALL
P.O. Box 232
Decorah, IA 52101
Got a bit of journalism/proofreading/
editing in your DNA and want to help 
with NEIUUF newsletter? Contact John 
Hall, 563-735-5311 or

chimrock@mabeltel.coop

Profile: Famous UU

Kurt Vonnegut, Unitarian 
Universalist

mailto:chimrock@mabeltel.coop
mailto:chimrock@mabeltel.coop
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News fr om Religious 
Education

A Year With The NEIYF
Some Reflections 
by Sandhya Purohit Caton

Late last summer, I joined Marybeth 
Gallant in leading the UU-sponsor ed 
religious education class for 
teenagers. Our Þrst class meeting last 
September began with a simple 
query: what is a religion? It was a 
thought-pr ovoking starting point for 
all of us, students and teachers alike, 
as we explored dictionary deÞnitions  
and compiled lists of various Ò-
isms.Ó We settled upon a working 
deÞnition:

Religion is a set of beliefs regarding the 
cause, nature and purpose of the 
universe, often centered upon a 
superhuman creative power or deity; 
usually involving devotional and ritual 
practices, as well as a moral code for how 
humans should act

This deÞnition served us well over 
the course of the school year, 
2008-09. We used it as our 
touchpoint when we explor ed 
various world r eligions; discussed 
issues of ethics and moral codes, 
identity and spirituality; and 
engaged with guest speakers. During 
the election, we debated how we 
would have voted, and why . We had 
several visitors come in and talk to 
us about their own faith journeys, 
including a Lutheran pastor , a 
Buddhist monk, a SuÞ practitioner, 
and two young, Muslim women 
from Luther College. We learned 

how to listen, and also how to ask 
questions respectfully. 

To our great delight, the number of 
students in our class grew over the 
course of the year. We had a core 
group of 7-8 students, ranging in age 
from 13 to 18 years of age, but at our 
largest meeting, I counted 13 kids! In 
late November, as we began to 
prepare for our toy drive, we 
realized we needed to put a name on 
the posters. A lively discussion 
ensued, stemming from the fact that 
though some of their parents are 
members of the Unitarian 
Universalist fellowship, not many of 
the students themselves felt 
comfortable identifying as such. In 
that spirit, we decided to call 
ourselves the NEIYF, the Northeast 
Iowa Youth Fellowship, in deÞnite 
homage to our sponsoring 
organization, but still r ecognizing 
that most of the participants are not 
Unitarians.

The students conceived of and 
organized the toy drive themselves. 
They designed posters, selected 
collection points, arranged for 
newspaper and local radio 
announcements. Once we had 
collected toys both old and new, they 
needed to be boxed up and 
transported to Postville. Once there, 
Marybeth and the students 
organized a bazaar-style display at 
the church hall, because ours was an 
event for the parents, and not the 
lucky kids who would eventually get  
these toys. The goal was for the

 CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 

UU Religious Education 2008-2009

Kindergarten through 4th Grade

Meeting Time: 2nd and 4th Sundays during 
NEIUUF service (10:30-11:30) beginning 
September 27th

Location:   ArtHaus

Leaders:  Parents of children in this age-group 
will take turns leading classes

Curriculum:   Super Heroes Bible People:  A 
Values-Based Curriculum for Unitarian  
Universalist Children, by Gaia Brown

Middle School: 5th – 8th Grade

Meeting Time: Wednesdays, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
beginning September 9th  

Location: Randd Office Building (behind Decorah 
Vet Clinic/Medicap)

Leader:  Beth Wahlberg

Curriculum: Coming of Age: Deepening Ties 
Within Your Congregation, A Unitarian Universalist 
Middle School Curriculum, UU Church of Greater 
Lansing Michigan and Listening Between the 
Lines: A Musical Response to Pop Culture,   by 
Tim Murphy, UU Church of Indianapolis

High School: 9th – 12th Grade

Meeting Time: Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
beginning September 9th  

Location: Marybeth Gallant’s yoga studio, 306 
Water St. (former Williams on Water Street 
building)

Leaders:  Marybeth Gallant, Sandyha Caton and 
Paul Dokken

Curriculum:  An exploration of spirituality and 
religions of the world, developed by Marybeth, 
Sandya and Paul.
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July service at Chimney Rock Road home of Lou 
Ann and John Hall

Liz Rog translates for Luis Moncada, about how 
he came to the U.S., worked for Agri-Processors 
and was arrested in the ICE raid. The UU 
program: ÔLa Historia de Mi Vida.Õ

Lyle Otte spoke recently to the congregation 
about historic preservation

UUs drum up spiritual variety

UU services provide a range of intellectual vigor, spiritual renewal and 
some really good times.

Sustainability Myth?

Promoting sustainability--and living 
sustainably--is a NEIUUF congregational 
goal. ÒGrow local, eat localÓ is a direction 
that many of us believe in. Under this 
scenario, the more food grown locally for 
local consumption, the lower the carbon 
footprint, since this r educes transporting 
food long distances. But James 
McWilliams, author of Just Food and an 
associate professor of history at Texas 
State University, cautions that focusing on 
transportation can overlook bigger 
energy-hogging factors. 

He notes an academic study that says it 
makes more environmental sense for 
someone in the U.K. to buy lamb shipped 
from New Zealand than fr om U.K. 
farmers. New Zealand lamb is pasture-

Report from the Prairie Star 
District President

The PSD Board met at our annual retreat 
in Windom, Minnesota, the weekend of 
August 21-23, 2009. The lovely and 
expansive setting on the prairie is the 
perfect place for the PSD Board to 
continue our discussions of GRACE 
(Growing Racial and Cultur e Equity), 
Growth in the District, and a change to 
Policy-based Governance. Read Kathy 
Bowman's complete report at
http://www .psduua.org/Newsletter/
50August2009President

A recent summer service was held at the rural Winneshiek County home of UU members Barb Ettleson and Pat Brockett. Drumming and rhythm 
was the centerpiece of the experience. 

raised with a tiny carbon footprint. U.K. 
lamb is produced in factory-farm 
conditions with a huge carbon footprint. 
He cites the Leopold Center for 
Sustainable Agricultur e. Their studies 
show that only 11% of foodÕs carbon 
footprint comes fr om transportation. 
Whereas 25% of the energy is expended 
in the consumerÕs kitchen. Even more 
energy is expended if you eat a meal 
prepared in a restaurant, and so on.

In short, the way food is gr own/raised, 
fertilized,  packaged, stored, processed 
and prepared accounts for up to 89% of 
the carbon footprint. 

ÒUntil our food system becomes more 
transparent, there is one thing you can 
do to shrink the carbon footprint of your 
dinner: take the meat off your plate,Ó he 
says. ÒGive up red meat once a week and 

T H I N K  A B O U T  I T

youÕll save as much energy as if the 
only food miles in your diet wer e the 
distance to the nearest truck farmer.Ó

McWilliams essay appeared in the Aug. 
3, 2009 issue of Forbes. .!

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102684153954&s=2415&e=001QtKeeTTP3w9KqEGz_arS9N5NAeku2RXjNIh5zJAdlKKTfsO7sCbqr15dkJf_qRrFWeAfkqwKw6TluSpuTs8kpjHKOOqMfZpB6PENz-STRjjHLJcHp7kFN7S99u0L3ZvBzrhLkZagbeAIF0yLfX3YgBsNiIaruEer
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102684153954&s=2415&e=001QtKeeTTP3w9KqEGz_arS9N5NAeku2RXjNIh5zJAdlKKTfsO7sCbqr15dkJf_qRrFWeAfkqwKw6TluSpuTs8kpjHKOOqMfZpB6PENz-STRjjHLJcHp7kFN7S99u0L3ZvBzrhLkZagbeAIF0yLfX3YgBsNiIaruEer
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102684153954&s=2415&e=001QtKeeTTP3w9KqEGz_arS9N5NAeku2RXjNIh5zJAdlKKTfsO7sCbqr15dkJf_qRrFWeAfkqwKw6TluSpuTs8kpjHKOOqMfZpB6PENz-STRjjHLJcHp7kFN7S99u0L3ZvBzrhLkZagbeAIF0yLfX3YgBsNiIaruEer
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102684153954&s=2415&e=001QtKeeTTP3w9KqEGz_arS9N5NAeku2RXjNIh5zJAdlKKTfsO7sCbqr15dkJf_qRrFWeAfkqwKw6TluSpuTs8kpjHKOOqMfZpB6PENz-STRjjHLJcHp7kFN7S99u0L3ZvBzrhLkZagbeAIF0yLfX3YgBsNiIaruEer
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U PCO M I N G  PRO G RA M S

September 6
Exploring UU Circles

Circles are new this year, and we hope they!ll 
provide us all with a chance to get to know 
more of our UU friends and members better.  
We!ll see what ideas percolate up from these 
member-led groups.

September 20
Ingathering at T win Springs Park

Each fall, we resume our year together after a 
summer of often rather different schedules.  
We have a chance to reßect on what the year 
will bring and how our summer has brought 
new perspectives to our everyday lives.  This 
outdoor service will feature water and 
drumming to help us bind together as a 
community. (Every-Sunday services begin this 
week, too.)

September 27
Celebrating Education

Although learning is life-long, good 
foundations are important.  What programs do 
we offer our young people to help them Þnd 
their way?  Come and see.

October 4
Good News for Hard T imes

Times are challenging for all of us.  How do 
we help each other work through these hard 
times when the economy weighs heavily upon 
the entire world, as well as our own friends 
and neighbors.  Listen and share your own 
strategies, too.

October 10
Poetry and Music of Autumn

Our seasonal look at how music and poetry 
help us understand the changing cycles of the 
year.  Have a favorite or one of your own, call 
Sue!

October 18
Potato Potluck

Come and celebrate our Potato Project.  If you 
have a favorite recipe that incorporates 
potatoes, make it and bring it.  Other dishes 
are welcome, too, of course. (Potato fruit 
salad may just not work.)

October 25
Service of Silence & Meditation

One of series that focuses on the 
contemplative and reßective aspects of 
spirituality.

Childcare If you or someone you know is 
willing to provide child care for Sept. 6, please 
let me know at 382-3458.--Otter

Board Notes
Selected highlights from the August 
Board meeting.
Religious Education:
Nancy Barry r eported that Committee 
Chair, Beth Wahlberg has agreed to 
attend the September Board meeting to 
discuss her ideas for the coming year, and 
to update the Board on the high school 
program, ÒFaith Traditions Ð Faith in 
Practice.Ó 

Other Business: Nancy described her 
desire to create a calendar of signiÞcant 
recurring activities and events within the 
Fellowship, as well as, within the District 
and National or ganizations. Bruce offered 
to review the Minutes of Board meetings 
during the past year for items that could 
be included in the calendar. The Board 
agreed to review a draft, or available 
information at its meeting in September .

Committee Structure: Board members 
discussed the current Committee 
structure, and how best to organize it, in 
the continuing ef fort to addr ess the 
priorities and needs of the Fellowship, 
with special focus on the need to identify 
members of the Congregation to Þll 
leadership roles. (See Letter from Chair, 
page 2 of this issue.) Alternative Sunday 
Service Locations: Ellen Macdonald 
reported that she had spoken with the 
Principal at St. BenedictÕs School to 
inquir e about the availability and details 
regarding the rental of the schoolÕs 
facilities, as a possible alternative to our 
current arrangements for Sunday 

services. Board members agreed not to 
pursue the St. BenedictÕs option, but they 
also agreed to continue to try to identify 
other locations that could meet our needs. 
Board Goals: Review of Fellowship By-
Laws: Nancy Barry reiterated her interest 
in asking Board members to perform a 
general review of the FellowshipÕs By-
Laws, in order to conÞrm that they match 
our curr ent intentions for Fellowship 
governance and conduct. She will be 
including certain sections of the By-Laws 
for review in the agendas for meetings in 
the coming months. !

Fellowship vice-chair 
needed
This message is from Harvey Benson, 

nominations committee chair.

At this moment ther e is no 
one who is the vice-chair of 
the Fellowship. One should  
be on board to go to 
monthly meetings, learn 
the activities and the work 
of the board.! The vice-chair 

takes over the chair of the Board of 
Dir ectors at the end of June next year. 
This is a critical position and Nancy Barry  
will be calling members this month about  
continuity for the boar d. We have had 
such competent folks from the very 
beginning, so don't let us down now . If 
you are interested in taking on this role, 
please let me know.  Happy summer 
days,! Harvey (in charge of these sorts of 
things) at harveybenson@hotmail.com. !

Harvey Benson

A Year With The NEIYF
Some Reflections 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

parents to choose what to give their kids. 
It was an outstanding success. The toy 
drive was not our only ventur e into 
group community service. We also 
helped out with serving soup and clean-
up during the annual Empty Bowls event  
at Luther College. We hope to continue 
with similar service ventur es in the 
coming year.

Marybeth and I ar e pleased that we have 
a third discussion leader, Paul Dokken, 
joining us this year. His organizational 
skills and experience in teaching youth 
have already proved vital towar ds the 
plans we have made for 2009-10. We 
have decided to begin class with an open 
house on Wednesday, September 9th , 7 
p.m., at our NEW meeting location, the 
Yoga Studio at 306 W. Water Street. 
Please encourage all youth and parents 
to come and see what weÕre all about! !

mailto:harveybenson@hotmail.com
mailto:harveybenson@hotmail.com
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Hans Peter J. publishes 
memoir, also history of 
Luther barn

UU member Peter 
Jorgensen is a sculptor, writer, retired 
conservation non-profit executive and 
restoration contractor

Hans Peter Jorgensen has published 
three new books through an online 
company. The Restoration of the 
Ashmore-Jewell Barn at Luther College 
tells of the restoration of a historic 
barn on the campus of Luther 
College. This photo-essay book shows 
the detailed process of restoration 
that followed over the next two years 
using Amish craftsmen and others in 
an effort that many said would be 
impossible. Book is illustrated with 
intimate workplace photos by the 
author who acted as project manager 
for the restoration.

Farm Kid A Childhood Memoir: 
1942-1964 tells of the author growing 
up after WWII in a small farming 
community in Michigan. The author's  
father was a Danish immigrant 
arriving in the late 1920s. His 
mother's family has been in America 
since 1720. Theirs was a May-

December romance and life on the 
dairy was always inter esting as the 
Cold War deepened and the Sixties 
beckoned. Illustrated with over 80 
archival photographs. A personal and 
sometimes amusing story. 

And So It Goes...A Woman's Reflection 
on Life In a Nursing Home is a short 
essay was written by Dorothy 
Jorgensen in 1977 about her 
experiences in a nursing home in 
Iowa. 

For more information:

http://www.blurb.com/user/WartzandAhl 
!

Kim Banz: Two years 
on Minnesota organic 
farm and counting
UU member Kim Banz lives in rural 
Harmony, Minnesota.

IÕve wanted to live a sustainable way 
my whole life. I hiked and climbed 
mountains but always felt weir d 
about going into a wilderness
where you pack in and pack out, but 
when you r eturn to ÔcivilizationÕ
it still goes to a landÞll. What makes 
one part of the planet so sacred but 
other parts can just be disposable? I 
wanted to live naturally all the time, 
with my food, my water usage, my 
energy, not just when outdoors. When 
I bought the farm 2 years ago, I was 

prepared for the lifestyle change, but 
was surprised by the emotional and
identity changes. The Þrst winter, my 
hens got frostbite and needed to be 
put down, but I couldnÕt do it, my 
brother had to do it for me.

On my two year anniversary , a chick 
was sick and I knew it had to be
put down befor e it infected others. I 
went out of sight and did what had to  
be done. No matter how I feel, the 
sheep need to be moved, the bees 
need tending, the hens need water, 
and I canÕt press snooze and avoid it. 
I found you can gr ow things 
successfully if you know what that 
creature wants and needs and then 
conform to it, not expect it to be 
human to accommodate you. I had 
traveled a lot when I was younger;
I think trying to pr ove I am a strong 
independent woman. The farm has
made me ask for help more often than 
I ever have, because I canÕt wrangle 
sheep alone, I canÕt build things with 
only two hands--and I positively need  
other people to give me ideas and 
perspective. I discovered that strength 
is being interdependent, doing chores 
for my neighbor and he tills the 
garden, and weÕre all better off for it.  
!

Please send your 100-300 word ÔMember 
NewsÕ with bio and photo[s] by Oct. 16 for 
Nov.-Dec. issue publication to: 

UU member H.P. Jorgensen has published a 
new book, ÔThe Restoration of the Ashmore-

Jewell Barn at Luther CollegeÕ  

Chickens on the Kim Banz farm. Kim celebrated 
two years on her Harmony, Minnesota spread 

this summer.

Sheep graze with idyllic contentment on KimÕs 
farm. She Þnds them a joy, but not without the 

rigor of hard work.

http://www.blurb.com/user/WartzandAhl
http://www.blurb.com/user/WartzandAhl
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H O SPI TA L I T Y  C A L EN D A R

snacks/cleanup + greeter

September 6
Carol Hagen/Ardith Hoff
Greeter: Elyse Fearn-Hawthorn

September 20
Shirley V ermace/Bruce Jordan
Greeter: Mike V ermace

September 27

Brenda Darling/Priscilla KepÞeld

Greeter: Brenda Darling

October 4
Ellen Macdonald/Mona Quinn
Greeter: Ellen Macdonald

October 1 1
Sue Otte/Janelle Pavlovek
Greeter: Sue or Janelle

October 18
Bill Pardee/John Snyder
Greeter: Cathy Rawitt

October 25
Olivia Paulsen/Janet Lambert
Greeter: Ketel Paulson

November 1
Lane Schwarz/Craig Mosher
Greeter: Amy Chicos

November 8
Tom Wahlberg/Sue Otte
Greeter: Beth W ahlberg

November 15
Carl Peterson/Nancy Barry
Greeter: Sue Peterson

November 22
Albertson-Hayes family
Greeter: Albertson-Hayes family

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

--Membership:  This committee sustains 
and builds membership; keeps track of 
members, visitors and friends; creates an 
annual dir ectory; provides literatur e for 
new and prospective members; assists 
Publicity and marketing dir ector to 
communicate news and information in 
support of member activities.   This 
committee needs a chair. (committee 
should be 3-4 people).

--Nominating Committee:  This committee 
is required by our by-laws, and meets in 
March and April annually to cr eate a slate 
of nominees for next year.  Current 
members are Harvey Benson and Bruce 
Jordan.

Designated tasks and leaders (these will 
no longer be committees):

-- Hospitality Coordinator:   This task is 
one that requires people to create the list of 
ÒgreetersÓ and Òtreat providers,Ó and then 
to call individuals to r emind them of their 
duties.  The Board is deeply grateful for 
Ar dith Hof f and Betsy Peirce for their work  
on this task.  

--Religious Education Leader:  The leader 
will designated among those individuals 
who are providing the r eligious education.   
Curr ently, Beth Wahlberg is serving in this 
role.

--Publicity and Marketing Director:  
Composes and distributes newsletters; 
seeks out venues to publicize the 
Fellowship and its activities.  Curr ently, 
John Hall is serving in this r ole.

--Finance Director:  Ideally, this person 
would assist the Treasurer with items of 
budgeting and Þscal management, 
particularly in terms of the development 
and scheduling of annual stewardship 
campaign.  Currently, Tom Wahlberg is our 
Board Treasurer, so he is the de-facto 
Finance director as well.

--Choir:  If you'r e interested in singing in 
the choir, call Sue Otte at 382-3137.

So What?  Now What?

The Board, along with Otter , is actively 
seeking out individuals to step up to some 
of these tasks, particularly these two:--
Fellowship V ice Chair:  My thanks to 
Harvey BensonÕs impassioned plea to 
members to consider serving in the role.  I 
will be calling folks as well over this next 
month to ask again for someone to provide 
this leadership.  Please consider whether 
you can contribute to the Fellowship in this  
way.  Duties for the Þrst year consist 
primarily of attending Boar d meetings 
once a month, and being willing to assume 
leadership as Chair in July of 2011.

--Social Action & Justice Chair: see above.

--Membership Chair:  see above.

I hope by clarifying the str ucture 
somewhat, we can spare ourselves creating 
lists of committees that in fact rarely meet.  
Our goal is to make sure everyone 
understands the structure so that when we 
do volunteer for something, weÕll know 
better what that involves.  The use of the 
Circles should provide a venue for people 
to contribute in many ways.  The UU 
Fellowship in Decorah has much to be 
proud ofÑwe have a gr owing pr esence in 
the area; our services are beautiful, 
authentic, and life-giving; we ar e a visible 
emblem of hospitality and diversity .  
Creating that presence takes time, thought, 
andÑyesÑleadership.  The Boar d is not 
asking anyone to give over their entir e life 
to these tasks!  You need only an hour or 
two a month to help sustain UU work in 
the areas described above.  

Please contact me if you can help

Nancy

Chair, NEIUUF Board of Trustees

 barrynan@luther.edu

!
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The nature of a UU

A cup of clarity, please...and hold the Apocalypse

Board of Trustees
NANCY BARRY Ñ Chair              vacant Ñ Vice Chair                 
TOM WAHLBERG Ñ Treasurer     BRUCE JORDAN Ñ Secretary    
CATHY RAWITT                            ELLEN MACDONALD                   
JANELLE PAVLOVEK                    JOHN HALLÑ Past President 

This article by NEIUUF past president 
John K. Hall appeared in the Decorah 
Journal.

Millennium after millennium we humans 
write civilizationÕs scripts, play most of its 
leading and supporting r oles then take 
our individual bows, deserved or not, at 
the end of lifeÕs performance. We bring 
curtains up and draw them down usually 
in pr edictable rhythm. The close of a 
century. The onset of a new school of 
thought. The birth of a technology . A 
conÞrmed siting of Prince. Most of these 
scripts are in fact rewrites. Dif ferent time, 
dif ferent characters, same plot.

Between these perpetual curtains some 
good stuff happens. The discovery of a 
life-saving vaccine. SacriÞcial acts of 
kindness. The emergence of a cogent voice 
in the wilderness. A peaceful uniting of 
nations.  The sharing of bread here and 
thoughtful wor d there.

Then, of course, are the more frequent, 
rueful combinations of atr ocities, political 
pratfalls, blown lines, miscues and tragic 
exits. 

In The March of Folly the great historian 
Barbara Tuchman comments on four 
scripts that should have never been 
staged. In the 11th century B.C. the 
Greeks, having a protracted spat with the 
Trojans, stißed descent and ignored the 
more lucid voices among them. This led to 
a peculiar wooden horse hauled inside 
their indomitable fortr ess. TuchmanÕs 1985 
book concludes with a latter -day land war  
in Southeast Asia, certainly ÒThe 
ApocalypseÓ for most involved.

Overlaying the entir e work is a 
gnawing curiosity as to why those in 
power (and we as individuals) make 
choices that so repeatedly operate 
contrary to our own self inter est--and 
that of humanityÕs well-being.

If I had to characterize a Unitarian 
Universalist, I would say that they ar e 
individuals who feel that the curtain 
never completely falls between acts of 
the human comedy. They understand 
that their actions in Act II always will 
affect the outcome of Act V. This belief 
in the inter connecting web of all things 
affects the way UUs try to live their 
lives.

Secondly, UUs feel a deep, personal 
responsibility to determine--for 
themselves--through conscience, 
observation, learning--what is tr ue and 
meaningful.  They seek to understand 
that which will beneÞt both the 
immediate human condition and the 
long arc of history. UUs see wisdom as 
processed through reason. They also 
reßect on many spiritual traditions, but 
are tethered by none of them.

Avoiding cr eeds and dogma often puts 
UUs at odds with power . But it affords 
them the freedom of the search. The 
offspring of uncompr omised search is, 
of course, awareness. And awar eness 
can lead to that most rariÞed of gifts: 
clarity. 

Clarity makes folly transpar ent. It tends 
to alert us when the carnivor e is in the 
henhouse and wars are cooked up for 
reasons nefarious and a largely 

unregulated banking system wonÕt 
work in the best inter ests of the republic 
and perfection is not possible from a 
facial cr•me.

Clarity can trigger the CEO of a major 
corporation to leave his post to work 
permanently for a humanitarian cause. 
It can compel a mother to turn of f the 
TV and read to her child. It can lead a 
scientist to withstand withering 
criticism fr om colleagues and a 
powerful industry to warn a nation of 
the long-term dangers of misused 
synthetic pesticides.

UUs see individual actsÑtheirs and 
othersÑ reverberating through time. 
Their wor ds, behaviors, actions (and 
inaction) do not blissfully evaporate 
with the passing of years or centuries. 
Once they enter the stream, they keep 
rattling ar ound. Each a Þrst domino. 
Part of the continuum af fecting our 
world now and deep into the futur e. 
(Had Unitarians Ben Franklin been a 
haberdasher, Darwin an arms merchant 
or Susan B. Anthony a railr oad 
magnateÕs wife, every one of us would 
be leading dif ferent lives today.) 

The futur e is solely in our hands.  
Critical minds ar e needed. Asking 
questions. Probing. Reading. 
Comparing. Trying to work out a basis 
for a futur e in which life can be more 
whole. Where our actions no longer 
perpetuate folly , but help alleviate 
human misery and injustice. And the 
curtain rises on a better course. !

I want to stay as close to the edge as I can without going 
over. On the edge you see all kinds of things you canÕt 

see from the center. 

--Kurt Vonnegut


